
Visual structure  



Functions of Visual Structure 

Provides the student with a strategy for 
approaching the task independently, answering 
the question ‘How do I complete this task or 
activity?’ 

 

• Visual Instructions 

• Visual Organisation 

• Visual Clarity 

 

 



Visual Instructions:   

A visual presentation of information that gives the 
student instructions of how to complete an 
activity. 
 
To maximise the effectiveness of visual instructions 
they need to be in a meaningful form:  
• Materials define task 
• Jig 
• Product Sample 
• Quota System 
• Picture Instructions  
• Written Instructions 
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Quota System: 
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Visual Organisation 

Organisation of task materials and work space to 
support the student in managing: 

- Organisational skills 

- Sensory Information 

- Attentional Focus  



Types of  Visual Organisation 

• Order workflow 

• Limit materials 

• Organise materials efficiently 

• Separate materials 

• Organise into containers 

• Keep materials together 

• Define work space 



Order Workflow - Left-to-Right: 
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Workflow that helps the individual to 
succeed: 

L → R  R → L  



Limit Materials: 
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Organise materials efficiently: 
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Organise into containers:  
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Keep materials together: 



Keeps materials together: 



Define work space: 



Naturally occurring visual structure  

VISUAL CLARITY  

VISUAL ORGANISATION  VISUAL INSTRUCTION 
AND INFORMATION  



Naturally occurring visual 
structure 

PRODUCT SAMPLE  

PICTURE DICTIONARY 

PICTURE INSTRUCTION  
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Naturally occurring visual structure 



Visual Clarity 

To enhance relevant aspects of the instruction 
to engage or focus the student’s attention. 

 

• Use of colour and highlighting to draw 
attention to assist the process of task 
completion 

• Clarify placement of materials and answers 
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Making dirty more obvious: 


